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! Freke, Timothy, and Peter Gandy. The Jesus Mysteries: Was the Original Jesus a Pagan God? London:
Element, 2003
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$ Whealey, Alice. Josephus on Jesus: the Testimonium Flavianum Controversy from Late Antiquity to
Modern Times. P. Lang, 2003The "Testimonium Flavianum, a brief passage in Jewish Antiquities by
Flavius Josephus is widely considered the only extant evidence besides the Bible of the historicity of
Jesus Christ "

4 Josephus, Flavius ; Whiston, William: The Works of Josephus : Complete and Unabridged. Peabody :
Hendrickson, 1996, c1987, S. Ant 18.63-64

" Now, there was about this time Jesus, a wise man, if it be lawful to call him a man, for he was a doer
of wonderful works—a teacher of such men as receive the truth with pleasure. He drew over to him
both many of the Jews, and many of the Gentiles. He was [the] Christ; (64) and when Pilate, at the
suggestion of the principal men amongst us, had condemned him to the cross,b those that loved him
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at the first did not forsake him, for he appeared to them alive again the third day,c as the divine
prophets had foretold these and ten thousand other wonderful things concerning him; and the tribe
of Christians, so named from him, are not extinct at this day ".
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® Wilkins, Michael J., and James Porter Moreland. Jesus under Fire. Carlisle, Cumbria, U.K.:
Paternoster Press, 1996.

" Today, however, most agree that the passage was authored by Josephus, with the exception of the
three italicized sections "

[T
Ibid

"This passage has aroused a great deal of academic debate. Some scholars have argued that the

passage is inauthentic in its entirety and is nothing more than a Christian insertion, perhaps authored

by the fourth-century church historian Eusebius. Others have argued that the passage is wholly
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authentic. Today, however, most agree that the passage was authored by Josephus, with the
exception of the three italicized sections"

"Voorst, Robert E. van. Jesus Outside the New Testament: an Introduction to the Ancient Evidence.
Eerdmans, 2000
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® Ibid

"Because the few manuscripts of Josephus come from the eleventh century, long after Christian
interpolations would have been made, textual criticism cannot help to solve this issue.Neither does
the Testimoniums absence in the parallel section in the second book of Josephus's Jewish War offer
any evidence on its authenticity"

Tarek Ahmed




www.old-criticism.blogspot.com

1535 O el Y s o Dl o o I 2 35" A IS -
L i)y JOY ot dr (2 s 58 (g2 oLty Ui
et NS Loge e Bl sy S I et s 3y S b1 3 Lo s
e o Vg o aomems K31 (gl o0 1 Koo i) adl) el 38
gl

bl iz b pesay 558 g 02 iy el 5l S -
9
el 7wl ) S5 Lo Joo g 3 5o

N6l AL Freke oy asdy \ig,

&) L) o g 45 g el sl s el e B e Je
S K8 gy 236 b ol Ly o ] 26 05y Jo ol L
b 2 M U 88 gy B iz ol Jle STy ¥ el T U1 48T
Pl 52 100 Mo sisd Cundy Y SBLo) 52 Ll 7o I 8 1)
058 Dger aill b eginay 23 o bl F Lo 13) ly B (3 sy
o yizy ) gl sl LS e S o A iy s S, lls ST
o 1l iz ol oy d gy o b st 43990 sl ST ol ) ol

10
Lkl St o 59

o Origen, and Henry Chadwick. Contra Celsum. Cambridge University Press, 2003
10 Freke, Timothy, and Peter Gandy. The Jesus Mysteries: Was the Original Jesus a Pagan God?

London: Element, 2003

For hundreds of years these passages in Josephus were seized on by Christian historians as conclusive
proof that Jesus existed. That is, until scholars began to examine the text a little more critically. No
serious scholar now believes that these passages were actually written by Josephus. They have been
clearly identified as much later additions. They are not of the same writing style as Josephus and if
they are removed from the text, Josephus' original argument runs on in proper sequence. Writing at
the beginning of the third century, Origen, whom modern authorities regard as one of the most
conscientious scholars of the ancient Church, tells us that Josephus did not believe that Jesus was the
Christ since he did not believe in any Jewish Messiah
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" Freke, Timothy, and Peter Gandy. The Jesus Mysteries: Was the Original Jesus a Pagan God?
London: Element, 2000

"Yet early Christians do not mention Josephus. It is not until the beginning of the fourth century that
Bishop Eusebius, the propagandist of the Roman Church, suddenly produced a version of Josephus
which contained these passages. From that point onwards, Josephus became the foundation for the
historicity of jesus"
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2 Hernandez, David. The Greatest Story Ever Forged: Curse of the Christ Myth. Pittsburgh, PA: Red
Lead Press, 2009

"Justus of Tiberius, who lived near Capernaum, where Jesus is supposed to have stayed on several
occasions, and contemporary of Philo, wrote a comprehensive history extending back to Moses and
reaching into his own times, but here too there is not a single hint of Jesus “existence. It is easy to see
why Christians have never made reference to these historians to prove their case of Jesus "historical
reality. They have, nevertheless, clung to a crucial passage in the Antiquities of the Jews by Joseph "
3 Hillar, Marian : Flavius Josephus and His Testimony Concerning the Historical Jesus. Center for
Philosophy and Socinian Studies

The Jesus paragraph is not quoted by any writer before Eusebius of Caesarea
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' Fitzgerald, David. Nailed: Ten Christian Myths That Show Jesus Never Existed at All. Place of
publication not identified: Lulu, 2010.

an Historical Source in Patristic Literature through Eusebius, more than a dozen early Christian
writers, including Justin Martyr, Theophilus Antiochenus, Melito of Sardis, Minucius Felix, Irenaeus,
Clement of Alexandria, Julius Africanus, Pseudo-Justin, Tertullian,

Hippolytus, Origen, Methodius and Lactantius, are known to have read and commented on the works
of Josephus

' Freke, Timothy, and Peter Gandy. The Jesus Mysteries: Was the Original Jesus a Pagan God?
London: Element, 2003

"Origen, whom modern authorities regard as one of the most conscientious scholars of the ancient
Church, tells us that Josephus did not believe that Jesus was the Christ since he did not believe in any

Jewish Messiah"
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*° Ibid

' Hernandez, David. The Greatest Story Ever Forged: Curse of the Christ Myth. Pittsburgh, PA: Red
Lead Press, 20009.

" . But, since Josephus’ original, authentic work did not contain any references to Jesus of the Gospels,
the early Christians ignored it for many years until it became known [as a result of the much later
interpolation of the fake passage] that Josephus had offered clear evidence of Christ’ s historical
existence; his work now suddenly became the canon (and cannon) for their defense against all
heretical doubts and attacks "
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'8 Fitzgerald, David. Nailed: Ten Christian Myths That Show Jesus Never Existed at All. Place of
publication not identified: Lulu, 2010.

" Edward Gibbon, author of the classic Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, said with disdain, “What
can be gleaned of Eusebius does not endear him to modern scholars,” and openly expressed his scorn
forhim in no uncertain terms more than once. Constantine biographer Jacob Burckhardt dubbed
“.Eusebius “the first thoroughly dishonest and unfair historian of ancient times
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19 Evans, Craig A. The Historical Jesus: Critical Concepts in Religious Studies. Routledge, 2004
.to my know ledge no one today believes that they contain anything of value for Jesus research "
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